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UNCLAS COPENHAGEN 2148 

E.O. 11652: N.A. 

TAGS: MASS, MPOL, MLI, DA 
SUBJECT: F-16 AND THE DANISH MEDIA 

1 . THIS MORNING'S FEW COPENHAGEN NEWSPAPERS MOVED F-16 
STORY BACK TO MIDSECTIONS AS LABOR AGREEMENT BREAKDOWN 
TOOK OVER FRONTPAGE HEADLINES. AKTUELT (SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC) 

AND INFORMATION (LEFTIST INTELLECTUAL) BOTH RAN 2-INCH 
SQUIBS TAKEN FROM SECOND GAO PRESS RELEASE PUTTING F-16 

IN MORE RATIONAL PERSPECTIVE. 

2. INFORMATION ALSO REPORTED WITHOUT COMMENT DEFENSE 
MINISTER ORLA MOLLER'S STATEMENT ON TV NEWS LAST NIGHT, 

IN WHICH MOLLER SAID THERE WOULD BE A FOLKETING DEBATE 
BUT THAT DENMARK NEEDS A PLANE AND THE F-16 IS A GOOD 
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ONE AND THAT, IN CASE, IT IS TOO LATE TO BACK OUT 
OF THE AGREEMENT. HE NOTED THAT THE OTHER EUROPEAN 
PARTNERS WERE READY TO SIGN BUT THAT DENMARK MIGHT NEED 
ANOTHER WEEK IN ORDER TO HAVE VENTILATING DEBATE. WHEN 
ASKED IF THIS WAS THE FIRST STEP TOWARD RENEGING ON THE 
AGREEMENT, HE RESPONDED TWICE WITH A FIRM "DEFINITELY 
NOT." 
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3. FOLKETING DEBATE MAY BE FURTHER DELAYED BY BREAK- 
DOWN OF LABOR AGREEMENT AND NEED FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION 
TO RESOLVE LABOR SITUATION. 

DEAN 
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